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APELL

Declaration of Digital Independence
European Open Source industry on the occa-
sion of the French-German Summit on
European Digital Sovereignty 17 November 2025

On the occasion of the French-German Summit on European Digital Sovereignty on 18
November 2025, the European Open Source industry associations and their members
have come together to declare that digital independence is possible.

Digital Sovereignty for Europe means that we take back control over digital
technology - from its design and development, to daily operation and long-term
maintenance — creating resilience against economic pressure, attacks on democratic
sovereignty, or even military aggression, and avoiding lock-ins to proprietary ecosystems.

Europe is an important market for international businesses, but more so, Europe has the
capacity and talent in research and development, business, and finance to shape digital
technology respecting our common values and contributing to welfare and prosperity.

In order to seize the opportunity and unlock the full potential for the European economy,
the undersigned European Open Source industry associations and their member
companies provide products, services and solutions that implement alternatives for the
government stack and put an end to digital dependencies in the public and the private
sector.

We offer the full stack of enterprise-grade solutions from network infrastructure, data
centres and cloud infrastructure, operating systems, software development tools and build
pipelines, to office desktop solutions, cooperation and communication apps, and much
more.

We offer the expertise, services, and local competent partners to realise the digital
sovereignty goals of France, Germany, and the European Union.

On the occasion of the French-German Summit on European Digital Sovereignty, we are
declaring that digital independence is possible, and call on the President of the French
Republic, and the Federal Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany to make use of
the resources we, the industry enabling Open Source, provide to promote and realise
digital sovereignty, and as an overall lever for European global competitiveness, economic
sovereignty, and innovation.
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Signatories
Industry Associations

Alliance Libre, pole d’expertise en logiciels libres ¢ http://www.alliance-libre.org/

APELL, The European Open Source Software Business Association ¢ https://apell.info/

CH Open, Swiss Open Source Association ¢ https://www.ch-open.ch/

CNLL, Les entreprises du numérique ouvert « https://cnll.fr/
COSS, Centre for Open Systems and Solutions ¢ https://coss.fi/
DOSBA, Dutch Open Source Business Alliance  https://dosba.nl/

ESOP, Associacdo de Empresas de Software Open Source Portuguesa / Business Open
Source Portugal « https://esop.pt/

OW?2 « hitps://www.ow2.org/

OSBA, Open Source Business Alliance — Bundesverband fiir digitale Souveranitat e.V.
https://osb-alliance.de/

Open Source Sweden - https://opensourcesweden.org/

PLOSS-RA, Les Entreprises du Numérique Libre en Auvergne RhOne-Alpes -
https://www.ploss-ra.fr/

RIOS, Rete ltaliana Open Source * https://www.reteitalianaopensource.net/

Businesses

Abilian  https://abilian.com/
AGNITAS AG - https://www.agnitas.com/

AT-Computing ¢ https://atcomputing.nl/

B1 Systems GmbH - https://www.b1-systems.de/

Bareos GmbH & Co. KG ¢ https://www.bareos.com/

BlueMind ¢ https://www.bluemind.net/

Camptocamp SA - https://camptocamp.com/

Centreon ° https://www.centreon.com/

Cloud&Heat Technologies GmbH - https://www.cloudandheat.com/

DAASI International GmbH ¢ https://www.daasi.de/
eCAPITAL ENTREPRENEURIAL PARTNERS AG - https://ecapital.vc/
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Ecosia GmbH ¢ https://www.ecosia.org/

EGroupware GmbH - https://www.egroupware.org/

Element Software GmbH + Element Software SARL (Element) « https://element.io/
FACTORFX -« https://www.factorfx.com/
Files Per Hour GmbH & Co. KG * https://www.filesperhour.de/

France Labs SAS - https://www.datafari.com/

GONICUS GmbH ¢ https://www.gonicus.de/

Greenbone AG ° https://www.greenbone.net/

Heinlein Group ¢ https://www.heinlein.group/

Heinlein Support GmbH ¢ https://www.heinlein-support.de/
Henix ¢ https://www.henix.com/

HumHub GmbH & Co. KG - https://www.humhub.com/
IKU GmbH & Co. KG - https://www.iku.systems/

inmedias.it GmbH - https://www.inmedias.it/

ITSM-NG ¢ https://www.itsm-ng.com/

Kernkonzept GmbH - https://www.kernkonzept.com/

Kroker Legal « https://kroker-legal.de/

L3montree Cybersecurity GmbH - https://I3montree.com/

Linux Professional Institute (LPI) « https://www.Ipi.org/

Linuxhotel GmbH e https://linuxhotel.de/

Logilab « https://logilab.fr/

LWsystems GmbH & Co. KG - https://www.lw-systems.de/

mailbox ¢ https://mailbox.org/

mgm technology partners  https://www.mgm-tp.com/

mundialis GmbH & Co. KG « https://www.mundialis.de/

Nexedi ¢ https://www.nexedi.com/

Nextcloud GmbH ¢ https://nextcloud.com/

Omnis Cloud Sarl ¢ https://omniscloud.eu/
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Open Source Experts ¢ https://www.opensource-experts.com/

Open-Xchange AG (OX) - https://www.open-xchange.com/

OpenCloud GmbH - https://opencloud.eu/

OpenProject GmbH - https://openproject.org/

OpenTalk GmbH ¢ https://opentalk.eu/

os-cillation GmbH ¢ https://www.os-cillation.de/

Parsec ¢ https://parsec.cloud/

Probabl ¢ https://probabl.ai/

publicplan GmbH - https://www.publicplan.de/

Puzzle ITC Deutschland GmbH ¢ https://www.puzzle-itc.de/

Rapid.Space ° https://www.rapid.space/

Red Hat Ltd. ¢ https://www.redhat.com/

Redpill Linpro AB * hitps://www.redpill-linpro.com/

.riess applications gmbh « https://riess-app.de/

rkDrei GmbH ¢ https://rkdrei.de/

S7n Cloud Services GmbH e https://garloff.de/s7n/

Seacom srl Societa Benefit « https://www.seacom.it/
SMILE - https://smile.eu/

Stackable GmbH -« https://stackable.tech/

step3IT GmbH - https://step3it.de/

SUSE - https://www.suse.com/

SYSTOPIA GmbH - https://www.systopia.de/

The Document Foundation ¢ https://documentfoundation.org/

TUXEDO Computers GmbH - https://www.tuxedocomputers.com/

UhuruTec AG ¢ https://www.uhurutec.com/

Univention GmbH e https://www.univention.com/

why! open computing SA -« https://whyopencomputing.com/

World Fund e https://www.worldfund.vc/
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Worteks ¢ https://www.worteks.com/

XWiki SAS - https://xwiki.com/

ZDOV - Zukunft digitale und offene Verwaltung GmbH « https://zdov.de/

Individuals
Maik AuRendorf, ehem. Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages

Markus Beckedahl, Griinder Zentrum flir Digitalrechte und Demokratie

Prof. Dr. Franz-Josef Behr, Hochschule fiir Technik, Stuttgart

Jeanne Dillschneider, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages, Biindnis 90/Die Griinen
Marvin Frommhold, Stadtrat, Fraktion Biindnis 90 / Die Griinen im Stadtrat Leipzig
Alexandra Geese, Mitglied des Europdischen Parlaments, Die Griinen/EFA

Dr. Moritz Heuberger, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages, Biindnis 90/Die Griinen

Dr. Wilfried Jager, Open Source Software Business Innovation Group (OSSBIG) Austria,
Open Source Governance

Julian Kunkel, Sprecher des Arbeitskreises Open Source Software der Gesellschaft fiir Infor-
matik e.V.

Rebecca Lenhard, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages, Biindnis 90/Die Griinen

Dr. Konstantin von Notz, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages, stellvertretender Frak-
tionsvorsitzender von Blindnis 90/Die Griinen

Prof. Dr. René Peinl, Hochschule fiir angewandte Wissenschaften Hof

Dr. Hans-Joachim Popp, Mitglied des Présidiums, Voice Bundesverband der IT-Anwender
e.V.

Prof. Dr. Mirko Presser, Professor in Digital Technologies, Aarhus University

Dirk Schrodter, Minister fiir Digitalisierung und Medienpolitik Schleswig-Holstein
Steffen Schitz, Thiiringer Minister flir Digitales und Infrastruktur

Milen Starke, Staatssekretérin im Thiringer Ministerium fiir Digitales und Infrastruktur
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Gerhard Wanner, HFT Hochschule fiir Technik Stuttgart

Prof. Dr. Harald Wehnes, Sprecher des Arbeitskreises "Digitale Souveréanitat" der Gesellschaft
fiir Informatik e. V.

Dr. Martin Weigele, Sprecher des Arbeitskreises Datenschutz und Datensicherheit der
Gesellschaft fiir Informatik e. V.
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Other Organisations
D64 — Zentrum fur digitalen Fortschritt e.V. « https://d-64.org/

European Search Perspective — Creating a new Foundation for Digital Sovereignty -
https://www.eu-searchperspective.com/

EuroStack Initiative Foundation e.V. ¢ https://eurostack.eu/

FOSSGIS e.V. * https://fossgis.de/

German Informatics Society / Gesellschaft fir Informatik e.V. (Gl)  https://gi.de/
GUUG —German Unix User Group e.V. « https://quug.de/

ID4me AISBL ¢ https://id4me.org/

ILIAS open source e-Learning e.V. (ILIAS) « https://www.ilias.de/

Institute for Public Sector Transformation at the Business School of the Bern University of
Applied Sciences - https://www.bfh.ch/ipst

Moodle an Hochschulen e.V. ¢ https://moodle-an-hochschulen.de/

netzbegrinung — Verein flr griine Netzkultur e. V. * hitps://netzbegruenung.de/

Open Logistics Foundation e https://openlogisticsfoundation.org/

OpenRail * https://openrailassociation.org/

Swiss Parlamentarian Group for Digital Sustainability « https://parldigi.ch/

Zentrum fur Digitalrechte und Demokratie « https://digitalrechte.de/
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Association Professionnelle
Européenne du Logiciel Libre
The European Open Source
Software Business Association

APELL (Association Professionnelle Européenne du Logiciel Libre) is Europe’s Open Source Software
Business Association. Founded in 2020 to bring national Open Source Software organisations to-
gether into a European network to provide them with peer support and collective marketing, as well
as capacity building and policy support for public affairs, both nationally and on the EU-level.

APELL aims to increase opportunities for the members of the Association’s member organisations,
and to increase value and advancement for customers in both the public and the private sectors. At
the same time, we see a real need to bring the Open Source perspective into the discussions on the
shaping of Europe’s digital future.

We support the digitisation of the economy and society — but it matters how we digitise. APELL
promotes a sovereign, inclusive, ethical digital market. In order to achieve this, Europe’s digital future
should be based on Open.

APELL and its members represent hundreds of Open Source businesses with a collective
turnover in the order of several tens of billions of euros each year, as well as public adminis-
trations, research institutions, and individuals throughout Europe.

Members

COSS CNLL <0sBA

Centre for Open Systems
and Solutions

Les entreprises du numérique ouvert
. RETE ITALIANA Danske Open Source
‘RIOS’ OPEN SOURCE DOSL ‘ Leverandgrer
Dutch
DOSBASSSESSZ”;(.?Eme OPENSOURCE SWEDEN

Vereniging Open Source Nederland

Advisory Member

OpenForum
Europe
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